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Tickets available from 18 April onwards at all URBTIX outlets, on Internet,
by Mobile Ticketing App and Credit Card Telephone Booking.

Half-price tickets available for senior citizens aged 60 and above, people
with disabilities and the minder, full-time students and Comprehensive

Social Security Assistance (CSSA) recipients. (Limited tickets for full-time
students.and CSSA recipients available on a first-come, first-served basis.)

Group Booking Discount - 10% off for each purchase of 4-9 standard
tickets; 15% off for 10-19 standard tickets; 20% off for 20 or more standard
tickets.

‘Chinese Opera Festival 2018’ Package Discount - For each purchase
of standard tickets for different Chinese Opera Festival performances,
the following concession applies: 10% off for 3-4 different performances;
15% off for 5-9 different performances; 20% off for 10 or more different
performances.

Patrons can enjoy only one of the above discount offers. Please inform
the box office staff at the time of purchase.
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The presenter reserves the right to change the programme and substitute artists.

The programme does not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.
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Lai Yiu-wai
Cantonese Opera
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Playwright: Yuen Siu-fai, Yip Siu-tak

1 12.8.2018 (298 5un) 2:30pm
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Grand Theatre, Hong Kong Cultural Centre Auditorium, Tuen Mun Town Hall
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Main Cast: Yuen Siu-fai, Chan Ho-kau, Yau Sing-po, Lai Yiu-wai, Kwok Chun-sing, Cheung Kit-ha, Siu Wing-yee , Jim Ho-fung
A B RRR
Guest: Lee Lung, Chan Wing-yee
LR MR A > JB B JE R % T v #ES) o Audience is strongly advised to arrive punctually. Latecomers will only be admitted at a suitable break.
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Cantonese Opera The Return of Lady Wenji
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The script of the play The Return of Lady Wenji and the character Cai Wenji were penned and tailored for Chan Ho-kau by Yuen
Siu-fai and the late playwright Yip Siu-tak. The two carefully crafted the characterisation from aspects such as storyline, persona,
staging, presentation and percussive points prompted by the accompanying ensemble. In particular, Yip Siu-tak was invited to
write the lyrics for the singing part in the scene ‘Farewell to the Wife’. It depicts the helplessness and sadness of Lady Cai when
she returns from foreign land to her homeland, leaving her husband and son behind. At the premiere, the pain of Lady Cai went
straight to the heart of the audience.

The story takes place in the Three Kingdoms Period (220—2805. Cai Wenji, the daughter of Cai Yong, is famous for her nonpareil
accomplishments in literature as well as music. She is captured by a Xiongnu (Huns) chieftan, the Wise Prince of the Left,
during the chaotic times of war. He admires her artistic gift and finally wins her heart, so the two become husband and wife.
Twelve years later, Cao Cao has gained power and is the prime minister of Han. He remembers his old friend, the historian Cai
Yong, who had left no heir to continue his monumental work of writing The Book of '

Han. So he sends an envoy to the Huns, expressing willingness to pay a large
ransom for Cai’s release and return to Han land. He envisions that she would pick
up the work from where her father left off, and, feeling grateful and indebted to him,
she would write him favourably into the historical archives. What Cao has mistaken is
that he may have a good intent, but the rude severance of Cai from her family in Hun
is taking away all her happiness. As wife and mother, she is never able to see her
husband and son again. She is so heartbroken that she grieves to the end. On her
long journey back to Han land, Lady Cai pours out her heart in a song cycle with
lyrics, both of which she writes. And that, is the creation of the masterpiece,
Eighteen Variations on a Hu Pipe Melody.
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Yuen Siu-fai The Wise Prince of the Left Lai Yiu-wai Zhou Jin
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Chan Ho-kau Cai Wenji Kwok Chun-sing Hu Er
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Yau Sing-po Cao Cao Jim Ho-fung Kong Rong
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Lee Lung Dong Si Cheung Kit-ha Shiqin
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Chan Wing-yee Lady Bian

A Talk

15.8.2018 (&= Wed) 7:30pm
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AC2, Level 4, Administration Building,
Hong Kong Cultural Centre
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Speaker: Yuen Siu-fai, Lai Yiu-wai
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Moderator: Barbara Tang
B35 T3 In Cantonese
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Free admission. Limited seats available on a first-come, first-served basis.

B4 A B Production Team
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Playwright: Yuen Siu-fai, Yip Siu-tak
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Artistic Director: Yuen Siu-fai
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Executive Director: Barbara Tang

RS  RHE

Percussion Leader: Ko Yun-kuen
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Ensemble Leader: Ko Yun-hung
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Stage Manager & Lighting Designer: Leung Wai-hong
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Lyrics and dialogue with Chinese and English surtitles
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The running time of the performance is approximately 3 hours and 30 minutes
including an intermission of 15 minutes.
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Information provided by Spring Glory Cantonese Opera Workshop



